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The Historic Charm Of Cashiers About the Cashiers Historical Society

What gives Cashiers its enduring charm? Cool mountain 

temperatures, stunning natural beauty and a low key 

lifestyle have made it a popular summer retreat for 

generations. A happy mix of National Register properties, 

quaint boutique cottages, historic inns, churches and 

community buildings characterize the village today. 

 

The Cashiers Historical Society documented in a 2011 

Historic Sites Survey the history of these village buildings, 

many of which are highlighted in this brochure. The 

complete Historic Site Survey Phase I is available for 

purchase at the CHS office at The Old Schoolhouse. 

 

Cashiers valley was once the remote and rugged summer 

hunting grounds of the Cherokee Nation. Later early 

settlers—such as the Zacharys, the McKinneys and the 

Nortons—began to arrive. In time prominent Southerners 

such as Confederate General and South Carolina states-

man Wade Hampton III discovered the valley and began 

to summer here, a tradition which continues today.

 

The Mission of the Cashiers Historical Society is  

to preserve the heritage of Cashiers valley through  

education, stewardship and advocacy. 

 

The Cashiers Historical Society owns and operates the 

1850’s Zachary-Tolbert House Museum, listed on the 

National Register of Historic Places. The House is open 

seasonally for tours, and the grounds are open through-

out the year. 

 

CHS also hosts a full calendar of activities, including 

the Cashiers Designer Showhouse, Heritage Apple Day, 

the annual Jan Wyatt Symposium, The Village Heritage 

Award, Founders’ Day for area schoolchildren, and other 

programs, exhibits and events. 

 

The organization takes an active role in preserving the 

village character of Cashiers through a variety of different 

community initiatives.

The Zachary-Tolbert House Museum 

1940 Hwy. 107 South  

(2 miles south of the village center)

Administrative office  

at The Old Schoolhouse 

766 Hwy. 107 South

The Cashiers Historical Society is a 501(c) 3 organization.

(828) 743-7710  

www.cashiershistoricalsociety.org 

        Visit us on Facebook!

The Cashiers Historical Society is grateful for a grant 

from the Cashiers Chamber of Commerce, which covered 

a portion of the cost of this publication.
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1.  Zachary-Tolbert House  c.1850   
1940 Highway 107 South 

Listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places (1999). Vernacular Greek Revival 
home built by Mordecai Zachary, son of 
founding pioneer Col. John Zachary.   
Purchased in 1909 by the Tolbert family. 
Acquired by the CHS in 1997, it was restored 
and opens seasonally as a house museum 
reflecting early life in Cashiers valley. 

7.  Dr. Owen B. Van Epp House  c.1925 
(Monday’s House of Design) 
790 Highway 107 South

Village Heritage Award (2004). Summer 
home built by Dr. Van Epp from a pre-fab 
mail order kit featuring the first known  
indoor bathroom in the area. Originally 
faced the “old road” before Highway 107 
was straightened.  The current owner is a 
direct descendent of Dr. and Mrs. Van Epp.

13.  Newton Bryson House c.1915  
(White Rabbit Botanicals) 
372 Highway 107 South

This one story cottage was originally the 
home of  Perry Newton “Newt” Bryson  
and his family. The architectural design of 
this little-altered house  is typical of   
homes built at that time that continue 
today to contribute to the village character 
of Cashiers.

5.  Waddell House c.1840/1860/1925  
1942 Highway 107 South

From its original location just north of 
Hanks House, it was acquired in 2012 by 
the Cashiers Historical Society and moved 
to the site of the Zachary-Tolbert House. 
Thought to be originally a Zachary home, 
the Waddell family purchased the property 
in 1925 and for several generations spent 
summers there.

11.  Evan Pell Store c.1892 
(Cornucopia) 
16 Cashiers School Road

Thought to be the oldest commercial  
building still in operation today as a  
popular restaurant; over the years it has 
been modified to serve the community  
as a school, post office, tack shop and  
private dwelling, yet its original character 
has remained intact.

17.  Cashiers Café   c.1940/1960 

(Francie Hargrove Interior Design) 
95 Highway 107 South 

Village Heritage Award (2008). The brick 
portion of the building was built by Edward 
Flower where he operated a café and barber 
shop. Later, the Madden family took over 
the Café, which served as a popular gather-
ing spot, especially for breakfast, where 
people caught up on the latest news. 

24.  Carolina Mountain Shop  c.1946 
121 Highway 107 North 

This cottage is fondly remembered as the 
iconic gift shop for summer visitors to 
Cashiers for decades. Built by Henry Conkle 
with his family’s  residence in back, it once 
was known to have one of only five phones 
in the valley. 

26.  Passmore Grocery/Gas Station c.1937 
(Wormy Chestnut Antiques) 
107 US 64 West 

Little altered since it was a thriving grocery 
store and gas station, this building once 
served as the pick-up point for the bus to 
Brevard.

28.  The Toll House c.1908  
(Peter Paul Law Office)  
872  US 64 West

Animal drawn vehicles, horseback riders 
and driven livestock once stopped here 
to pay the toll for the turnpike between 
Cashiers and Highlands.  It was the home of 
Alexander Stevens Bryson whose wife, Dora, 
supervised the toll gate.

29.  (Former) Cashiers Baptist Church  
c.1880/1931/1965 
(William Whiteside Art Gallery)  
1057 US 64 West

Originally a Methodist church it was 
purchased by the fledging Cashiers Baptist   
congregation in 1931.  In the 1960s the 
Baptists constructed a new church to 
house their growing congregation, and the 
building was moved to its present location.

25.  Howard Zachary Gulf  Station c.1937  

(Annex of Wormy Chestnut)  
95 US 64 West

Diminutive structure built by Chris Passmore 
and rented to Howard Zachary as a Gulf 
station, before he opened the Esso station 
at the crossroads.

27.  Cashiers Valley Community Center  
c.1958 
42 Community Place

Village Heritage Award winner (2011).     
Culmination of the greatest community-
wide effort in Cashiers history, it was built 
using volunteer labor, donated materials 
and funding raised from fish fries and other 
events. Still at the heart of the community, 
providing facilities for a variety of activities.

6.  Hawkins-Menninger House c.1Q 20th C. 

(The Orchard Restaurant) 
905 Highway 107 South

Home of Reverend William Thomas Hawkins, 
“The Shepherd of the Hills”, a circuit-riding 
Methodist minister.  After his mysterious 
disappearance, the property sold to Edwin 
Menninger, brother of renowned psychiatrist 
Karl Menninger, who summered in Cashiers 
from the 1940’s through the 1980’s.

12.  Genevieve Wright Post Office c.1928 
(Cornucopia Wine Cellars)  
572 Highway 107 South

The Village Heritage Award (2012).  
Genevieve Hawkins Wright was the longest 
serving postmaster in Cashiers’ history, for 
37 years until she retired at 70. She had a 
general store in the back of the building. 
The Woodmen of the World family insur-
ance company was on the second floor.

18.  Roxie McCall House  c.1930 
(Narcissus)  
71 Highway 107 South

Roxie McCall was the first known occupant 
of the house, which originally faced the 
old road running behind it.  A second story 
wing in the rear was added in 1982. For 
many years, it housed V.C. Smith, an active 
real estate office.

21.a–g.   Alexander Gardens   c.1930 
US 64 E at Marmalade Lane 

21.f    Curt Woods Barber Shop  
(Hoffey’s Computer Store) 

The smallest and least altered building in 
the complex was originally a barber shop 
operated by Curt Woods. The interior retains 
some of its original character with exposed 
wood floor, half-round novelty sided 
wainscot, and board-and-batten upper walls 
and ceiling.

21.d Woodpecker Shop  
(Bound’s Cave) 

For most of its history this building has 
been associated with the woodworking 
business. Brothers Ham and Paul Childers 
built sturdy mountain furniture that is 
still in use today.  Later Frank and Marilyn 
Henson operated Henson Cabinet and 
Woodworking Shop for many years. 

Recipient of the first CHS Village Heritage 
Award in 2003, this unusual collection of ten 
buildings was all built around 1930 for both 
business and residential use.  Most were   
constructed by local entrepreneur Warren 
Alexander, while several others were built 

by  businessman T.S. Lance. Both men built 
homes for themselves in the development.  

The buildings’ Rustic Revival character 
(popular in tourist-related buildings and 
mountain communities of the period) is seen 

in their distinctive novelty half log siding 
which helps define the buildings as a group.  

Carrington and Peggy Barrs purchased most 
of the buildings in the 1970s and named 
them Alexander Gardens; the Barrs family 
still owns and manages the property today.  

Alexander Gardens is an active shopping  
destination that epitomizes Cashiers’ special 
“charm of cottage shopping”.  

21.c    Buck Marshall House  
(Victoria’s Closet Sport) 

21.a     John Rogers Pure Oil Station  
(Cashiers Condiment Shop)

21.g    T.S. Lance House   
(Victoria’s for Men) 

Lance was a local businessman who owned 
sawmills and lumber yards, as well as the 
first hardware store in Cashiers. He built 
this home as his personal residence;  the 
Lancewood neighborhood nearby was 
named after him.  

21.e  West Café 
(Bound’s Cave)

The best known of the buildings. Marshall 
West’s restaurant offered food 7 days a 
week with square dances on Saturday night. 
After Prohibition there was not only food 
and beer, but the occasional brawl.

21.b    Warren Alexander House  
(Reid Berglund Law Firm)

2.  High Hampton Inn c.1933  
1525 Highway 107 South

Listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places (1991). Property owned by the leg-
endary Confederate General Wade Hampton, 
and later by his niece Caroline and her 
husband, pioneering surgeon Dr. William 
Halsted. The rustic Adirondack-style 1930’s 
lodge with its distinctive chestnut bark  
siding is an iconic mountain family resort. 

4.  Hanks House c.1850s/1936 
1905 Highway 107 South

Thought to be an early Zachary family 
home, it was acquired in 1935 by the Byran 
Hanks family whose daughter Nancy Hanks 
was the second chairman for the National 
Endowment for the Arts. Currently owned by 
the Chattooga Club, the house is used for 
special events.

8. (former) Cashiers School c.1916      
(CHS Administrative office) 
766 Highway 107 South

Built by Hampton Pell, mayor of Cashiers 
when it was briefly incorporated in the 
1920’s. Originally it also faced Cashiers 
School Road, the main road before Highway 
107 was constructed. Many businesses have 
occupied the building since the school bell 
rang to welcome students.

14.  Bryson-Bumgarner House  c.1930  
341 Highway 107 South    

Believed to have been built by Kim Bryson 
and later owned by Clyde Bumgarner, whose 
descendents still own the property today.  
The house has had little exterior alteration.  
It fronts on Valley Road, which at that time 
was the main road through Cashiers before 
Highway 107 was built.

20.  Thad and Pearl Cloer House  c.1930 

25 Burns Street 

This bungalow was home to the Cloer 
family.  Dan Cloer operated a sawmill for 
the Andrew Gennett Lumber Company of 
Asheville.  For many years housed one of the 
most highly regarded antique shops in the 
region, Lyn K. Holloway Antique.

3.  Church of the Good Shepherd  c.1895 

1448 Highway 107 South

Listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places (1986). The original Church was built 
by the Hampton family to provide services 
for the growing colony of summer residents 
from the Low Country. It was destroyed by 
fire in 1892, and replaced with the vernacu-
lar Gothic Revival style church that serves an 
active congregation today.

9.  George M. Cole House c.1890  
220 Cashiers School Road  

The largest, most elaborate house in  
Cashiers of this period. Built by George M. 
Cole, Cashiers Valley Postmaster, store owner 
and sheriff, the Queen Anne style building 
was originally situated on more than 40 
acres. Cole’s daughter was immortalized in 
“The Ballad of Kidder Cole”, written by a 
disappointed suitor.

15.  Alexander Building  c.1940 

(Interior Enhancements) 
179 Highway 107 south

This two story frame building has a color-
ful history.  Named for its original owner, 
local entrepreneur Warren Alexander, it has 
housed apartments, a wrecker service and a 
dance hall where square dancing was  
popular in the 1950’s, as well as an antiques 
store and gift shop in more modern times.

22.  Laurelwood Mountain Inn  c.1960 
Highway 107 North

Village Heritage Award  (2009). Originally 
a single building, now a complex of four 
plus additional outbuildings, this charming 
Inn has provided lodging for half a century, 
recalling the old motor lodges of an earlier 
era. Many rooms have historic photographs 
of the Inn’s early days.

10.  The Minnie Cole House  c.1870 

(McKee Properties, Inc.) 
619 Highway 107 South 

Although it has been altered over the 
years, this landmark was built by Elizabeth 
Bryson, (known as Granny Pell), who served 
as Cashiers Valley Postmaster1878-80, and 
was the mother of Minnie Cole. Her third 
husband was Evan F. Pell, who owned the 
general store across the road.

16.  Fowler House c.1930 
(GG’s Consignment Shop Etc.) 
142  Highway 107 South 

Longtime home of Edward and Fannie 
Fowler who raised 6 children in this house.  
The Fowler’s youngest son Ray and his wife 
Marlene converted the family home to a 
shop called the Olde Home Place.  A differ-
ent shop now occupies the building, but it 
remains in Fowler family ownership.

23.  Melbourne Smith House c.1947 
(Sashay Around)   
97 Highway 107 North 

English-born Gladys made preserves in 
a small building behind this house and 
sold them at the Carolina Mountain Shop 
next door, owned by the Smith’s daughter 
Dot and her husband Henry Conkle.  Now 
owned by Gay Townsend, it has been a suc-
cessful village boutique for over thirty years.

19.  Charles Hooper Grocery  c.1930 
(The Highland Hiker)  
47 Highway 107 South

While originally built by Dan Allison, an 
automobile dealer in Sylva, Charles Hooper 
operated a grocery store for thirty years in 
the front of this building, with its three gas 
tanks out front.  The family lived in the 
back of the building.
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